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thought oceans could protect us from danger, 
and we learned a tough lesson on September 
the 11th. It’s really important for this Nation 
to continue to chase down and deal with 
threats before they materialize, and we 
learned that on September the 11th. 

OPEC Production Cuts/National 
Economy 

Q. Mr. President? 
The President. Yes. 
Q. OPEC yesterday announced an agree-

ment to cut oil production by 3.5 percent. 
The President. Yes. 
Q. What is your reaction to that? What 

do you think of it? And what are the con-
sequences for the U.S. economy? 

The President. My reaction is, is that I 
would hope our friends in OPEC don’t do 
things that would hurt our economy. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:19 p.m. in the 
Cabinet Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to former President Saddam 
Hussein of Iraq. The Office of the Press Secretary 
also released a Spanish language transcript of 
these remarks. 

Statement on the National Do Not 
Call Registry 

September 25, 2003 

Unwanted telemarketing calls are intru-
sive, annoying, and all too common. When 
Americans are sitting down to dinner or par-
ents are reading to their children, the last 
thing they want is a call from a stranger with 
a sales pitch. 

For that reason, I have strongly supported 
the actions of the Federal Trade Commission 
and the Federal Communications Commis-
sion to establish a National Do Not Call Reg-
istry and protect consumers. 

The millions of people who have signed 
up for the list have the right to reduce un-
wanted telephone solicitations. I commend 
Congress for its rapid action to support the 
Registry, and I look forward to signing this 
legislation. 

Proclamation 7708—National Farm 
Safety and Health Week, 2003 

September 25, 2003 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 

Almost half of the land in the United 
States is used for agricultural production, and 
our Nation depends on our hard-working 
farm and ranch families for food, fiber, and 
the good stewardship of our environment. As 
we celebrate National Farm Safety and 
Health Week, we give thanks for their dedi-
cation, sacrifice, and contributions to our 
country, and we renew our commitment to 
the health and livelihoods of American farm 
and ranch families. 

America must continue to promote the 
safety of our farmers and ranchers. Farming 
and ranching can be dangerous work; in 
2002, the agriculture industry had the sec-
ond-highest rate of deaths due to accidents. 
Proper education and training are critical to 
protecting the safety of farmers and ranchers. 
By working together to encourage careful use 
of equipment and facilities, America helps 
our farm and ranch families remain healthy 
and more productive than any other farmers 
in the world. 

This year’s theme for National Farm Safe-
ty and Health Week, ‘‘Secure Your Farming 
through Safety and Health,’’ also encourages 
farmers and ranchers to focus on farm secu-
rity issues. Farm and ranching communities 
play a vital role in protecting Americas food 
supplies, water resources, and farm chemi-
cals. Their efforts are important to the safety 
and security of our citizens. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim September 21 
through September 27, 2003, as National 
Farm Safety and Health Week. I call upon 
the agencies, organizations, and businesses 
that serve America’s agricultural workers to 
strengthen their commitment to promoting 
farm safety and health programs. I also urge 
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all Americans to honor our agricultural herit-
age and to recognize our farmers and ranch-
ers for their remarkable contributions to our 
Nation’s vitality and prosperity. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-fifth day of September, 
in the year of our Lord two thousand three, 
and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-eighth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., September 29, 2003] 

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the 
Federal Register on September 30. 

Proclamation 7709—Gold Star 
Mother’s Day, 2003 
September 25, 2003 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
As members of America’s Armed Forces 

now protect our country by engaging the en-
emies of freedom in Iraq, in Afghanistan, and 
on other fronts in the war against terrorism, 
they carry on a noble legacy. Today, Ameri-
cans and millions around the world enjoy 
freedom because of the service and sacrifice 
of our military men and women. 

The cost of America’s freedom is often 
personal. Few pay more dearly than our Gold 
Star Mothers, who have endured the death 
of a son or daughter in service to our country. 

More than 75 years ago, one mother’s de-
termination to transform her personal loss 
into good works led to the creation of the 
American Gold Star Mothers. After receiving 
notice of her son’s death in aerial combat 
during World War I, Grace Darling Seibold 
devoted her energy to volunteering in a local 
hospital. She began reaching out to other 
mothers whose sons had died in military serv-
ice to the Nation. She organized a group of 
these special mothers to help them comfort 
each other and care for hospitalized veterans. 
Their organization was named after the gold 
star service flag that families hung in their 
windows in honor of family members who 

had died in military service. After years of 
planning, it became a national organization 
in 1928. Since then, brave women have con-
tinued to come together as Gold Star Moth-
ers to ease the burden of their loss and to 
serve others. 

Today, numerous chapters of Gold Star 
Mothers across our Nation offer important 
programs and services to enhance the lives 
of veterans and provide support for their 
families. Their civic education programs and 
help for those in need honor the lives of their 
sons and daughters and strengthen America. 

The Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 
115 of June 23, 1936 (49 Stat. 1895 as 
amended), has designated the last Sunday in 
September as ‘‘Gold Star Mother’s Day,’’ and 
has authorized and requested the President 
to issue a proclamation in observance of this 
day. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
do hereby proclaim Sunday, September 28, 
2003, as Gold Star Mother’s Day. I call upon 
all Government officials to display the flag 
of the United States over Government build-
ings on this solemn day. I also encourage the 
American people to display the flag and hold 
appropriate meetings in their homes, places 
of worship, or other suitable places as a pub-
lic expression of the sympathy and respect 
that our Nation holds for our Gold Star 
Mothers. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-fifth day of September, 
in the year of our Lord two thousand three, 
and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-eighth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., September 29, 2003] 

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the 
Federal Register on September 30. 

Executive Order 13317—Volunteers 
for Prosperity 
September 25, 2003 

By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and the laws of the 


